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UFO FLAP rx ZwTBABwE
gv CvNrnr,q HrNo

ednesday, September 1,1. [994, was an
exciting right for southern Africa. Be-
tween 8:50 and 9:05 p.m., a pyrotechnic
display of some magnit'icence appeared in

the almost clear night skies of this pa of the continent.
The first sighting seens to have been made fiom

Kempton Park, ncar Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesbulg.
Ratlio 702. the commercial radio program in this area, was
receiving phone calls fro|l people near to the airport, but in
actual fact, the l ights in the sky werc so bril l iant and so
clearly visible that sightings started pouring in from
Botswana, Zambia (in the southern area) and Zimbabwe,
covering a tine period of approximately J 0- I 2 minutes.

I firs{ became aware that soriclrirg was going when on
I heard a loud explosion at 9:04 that night. I went outside
imnediately, but saw nothing, and a l itt le later on. when my
phone started ringing with excited reports from all over the
country, I drove in [ry car with Maria Sull ivan and my
granddaughter lanthe ar(rund the norlhern subuIbs ofHarare,
to see il anything was happening. But all was quiet and
orderly even thedogs were notbarking asfuriously as they
usually do. Later I learned that it was a sonic boom as pieces
of debris entered our atmosphere.

Shortly after aniving back home, I called the night
editor ofthe Iocal paper. Had he heard any reports and what
did he think? He told me that there were dozens of calls
coming in, but they had already resolved the problen.

It was a meteorite shower ofsome magnificence and, of
course, it was being seen from several countries.

I use the MUFON UFO Journal's colulntn, "The Night
Sky," given monthly in advance by Walter Webb, for'
reference and thele was certainly no indication o[ a spec-
tacular neteoite shower in September. Sti l l , UFO investi-
gators are far lesser mortals than amateur astronomers. so I
accepted what Iwas told. However, almost immediately
afterwards and ce ainly fbr several days running, Llte
reports continued to come in to me. And if meteorites they
were, what strange and unconventional behavior!

The general consensus of opinion was that the l ights

Cytrtltia Hintl is the editor of UFO Afrinews, publishetl in
Harare, ZimbtLbwe, ancl u tliligent investigator o;f AJrican
IJFO reports. This article lus been ercerytted Jrom UFO
Afiinews, no.ll (Februat-t 1995). For more infornation,
write to UFO AJrinev,s, P.O. Box MP49, Mt. Pledsunt,
Harare, Zinlbabv,e.

were preceded by a ball offir e which seemed to have a point
to it, with a long tail of sparks. It was of a white or golden
color and lit up bril l iantly in the sky. Some people saw three
huge lights at the front, with smaller lights behindi the count
ofthe smaller lights varying fron 8 to 20. Many reported that
the objects were trtrvelling very fast fiom north to south;
others that it moved slowly, and one man actually walked
along with it for more than a hundred meters.

There weredefinitely agreat variety ofreports infact,
so varying that I have decided to pick out sone of the more
graphic ones t ' lom reliable witnesses and record them here.
Mainly, because I leel that not all the repo s refered to the
same objects. And if there was more than one object in-
volved, how do we account lor the others'l What disturbed
r-ne most was that if a repolt was made by an amateur
r \Lronomer' .  a i l  t r l f f ic  control ler .  or  neu:fapcr rcp. , f ler .  i r
was many times more acceptable than if it was rnade by a
private individual, however reliable and acceptable that
person night be.

For instarce, the identification of it being a meteorile
shower was made by an amalcur astronomer in Harare who
said, "It was the most spectacular shower of several I have
seen." At f irst, he said, he saw only single meteors but then
it hotted up with at least two showers. Bigger chunks were
breakiDg up and scattedng their fragments.

Dr. Euen Nisbet. a Zimbabwean who is prof-essot of
geology at  London Universi ty,  was working in the
Mberengwa area with his colleague, Ms. Kathy Silva. They
took bearings on the largest light (which he thought was a
meteorite at the time) fiom their camp in Zvishavane. He
said the largest j ight rose above the horizon due north of
them and disappeared over the horizon about 20 degrees east
ofsouth. It was about 65' to 70' above the east horizon at the
highest point ofits path. From the bearings the two were able
to plot a rough trajcclory that showed the shower was
rnoving along a path angled about l0o away from the north
to south l ine. It took about a minute to cross the sky although
it seemed longer. The event started a fcw minutes before
9:00 p.m. The fireball of the large flame was about one fifth
the moon's diameter and the whole shower was contained in
a band several moon diameten long and one to two moon
diamelers wide.

The two scientists thought the sonic boom was two to
tbur minutes later (it was 9:04 p.m. on my watch in Hamre).
This would suggest the debris was at least 50 km high and
could have been even higher. Dr. Nisbet saw the debds as
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white. tuming or nge as the pitth near€d thc horizon. whilc
Ms. S i lva saw clelinilc shades ofcleep olange. Thcy both said
thc l ight t:rded ahluptly and this mlde thcm wonder if thc
nreteors could have skipped out ol the Ealth's ltDosphele.
(This intbrrnation appeared il 7'hc Heralcl, Halare, Zimba-
bwe. Seplcmbcf 11, 1991.)

By this timc I had rcceivccl dozens of calls rnd the
slorics made me rclhink the meteor idcnti l ication. particu-
larly the calls tronr Lake Kariba. thc lalgest man-rrrade Iake
in soLrthern Afl ica. This is siturted in the rrorthwesf comer ol'
Zirnbabwe. and apart frun fblnting a serics tt l wonderful
holiday rcsolts f irr local peoplc rnd bur-ists. it also provides
a luclative fishing industry. supplying fresh fish (freshwater

brcatn and kapentl-a small f ish not unlike a sardine. which
is su ndried and an c xcellent soLu cc ol protein fbr 1hc pcople).
Thcle are many lloals on Kaliba, from stnall powerecl
speedbolts to large passengcf pleasure cralt. Many of the
sightings wclc nrade fiom the decks of these.

One person. in charge of l r ldio nervc ccnter tbr most
o1 lhc boats on Krriba, said that the kepanta fishcrnren who
opcfate at oight had seen a very bright l ight with two sidc
lights. travell ing slowly. There was no sound. Thc l ight was
orangc-lcd with "tails' '  trail ing behind. The nrovenrent was
to the south-southcast.

The warden-in-char-ge at Malusadona Nutional Park
sil id the l ight was i lbovc the tleeline, and he watched it ibr
2 L/: minutes. Stcvc Edwalds, ol Klriba Brelnr Fitrm, took
a Video ofthe l ight but it sti l ldid not reverl its true idcntity.

Alexander L. saw the object l ion the Cutty Sark Hotel
at rbout 9:00 p.nr. Appearing ovcr the horizolr. hc saw an
object moving fiorn north lo south. There was a group ol-
l ights with orange slreamcrs or tails behincl t lrcnr. There was
a d rk. almost black ccnter witlr irbout l4 Iights l lashins
alrund it. l t was tl 're size o1-Alcxander's thumbnail when
held at arnr's lcngth and took ffore than a lninLrte to pass
()ver. travell ing vcry tast. He could feel a delinitc vibration
ll1)r) the object.

Other peoplc lhought it wls rn rircralt on Iire. l lying
Ycry Iow as thougl'r bout to crash. The lights welc cxtrernely
bright und nrovecl slowly. sinri l lr l  to the spcccl of a l3oeing
747. These obselvers involved rn aircral't pilot and the
rnedicrl dector t i)r l large Zinrbubwean conrpany.

A triend ol nrine. Jo Hensnrln. was on shorc when she
decided to go rboard the lxIt l i ly sailboat. Thcy had been
hrving a barbecue on tl le bcaclr ulongsidc theil boat, when
Jo bollowetl her husband's powellul l lashlight to 

-go 
lboalcl.

It hrcl a complicalcd nrechanisrrr l ir l the on ol l-swilch. As Jo
nl()\ 'ed towards thc boat. she cor.rld suddenly sec this l i-eht in
thc sky: it looked likc r srnall planc. but what shook hcr. most
ol l l  was tha( it was corning dircclly towarcls het. Shc coulcl
lccl the panic risi lgl fcrl izing th 1 l lcr f lashli-qht wrs sti l l  on
and tl 'r iLt she cor.rldn t switch it oll quickly. she w!rs sufc that
thc obicct was l lt lr irclcd by thc bli l l iant l ight in hcr hand.

lmmedirtely. she hid it bchind her back rud watched
with reliel as the objecl tulDcd way aDd, l ir l lowing the
treeline. wcnt off krDg the lake shorc. At this st 

-qe 
she coLLld

see it was cn0rnrous, sevcral t imes biggcr thrn a Boeing 7.17.
Shc saw it l i l i  ovcr some hil ls. and she lrrcathed a sigh ol'
lelief.

There wcrc many reports ol the object l lying at treelop
level (which ri iglrt have been an optical i l lusion). There
were also nLrnrefous reporls of the l ights moving slowly.

An exccllcnt observatioD was made by Rex Taylor ol '
Kariba Yacht Sataris. fronr the deck ol the Cutty Sark Hotel.
Taylor said: "lt appcared in the northem sky at about 8: 15."
(l am anrazed at the discreprncy in l inres. Either watcl]cs
were not working properly. which l l ind dilf icult to believe.
ol else UFOs wcr.c somehow al'fecting local t ime.) Taylor
continued:

At f irst it seerred l ike a rocket. bit in seconds I could see
it was nol. The i-iery tail crnitt ing sparks and il laint trnil
was rcconrprnied by { row of green lights rnrl a .reconrl
smaller rockct.

Thc grccn l ights u crc in l rcgular pattcrn. i l lnrost I ike
a series oi-$i|dows li l  l ion'r within. Therc wls no noise.
The objecl was lr{vcling on an approxinrirte heading ol
I95' (nrlgnctic)-sa), lt l l i '  truc. It w{s:{}n cast ol the
\'ertical. A\ the object hurtled south. thc l r-sef bumins
'-rocket-'burnt and tlared as it disappearcd inlo i lre
distance. As it $'as alntosl orcrhead. i ls i ipparcnt size
covered i tn i trc of abol l l3{)" l fonr "nose 1() l i t i l  rndaboul
l / i  of thl l l  f |onr ' ' top lo bottonr.

I  madc thcsc nreasurerncnts rnental ly at lhc t inre and
checked out thc he;rding thc t i) l louins nrornirrg with an

accul| tc corlrp!ss; I  uscd nry arm (600nni) lo esl imatc

the 'sizc. lbre and ati .  3(X)nn. I t  wrs inrpossiblc k)
gucss r l  Lhe al l i lude. There werc two avialors in the group

rvi lh me. i l [d we concludcd l lrat becausc thdc nas no

r)oise. i t  h:rd to be on thc lcry edge ol o!f  l tnrosplrere.

Thjs was borne out by lhc inlormati(D wc heard thc

fbl lowins ( lay Ihet i l  l rrd been sccn i ls l i l r  sol l th as

Johrnneshufg.
I cnn orr l !  ! :nc\s at i ls spccd at the t inrc ol bcirs seen.

Fro l  rhc'( inre I l i rsl  sau i l  1() thc t inre i t  disirppcrred. i l

u,as aboul l5 scconds.

Assunrin! i t  subterrde(l  rr anglc ol l0" on thc cdse ol '
Ihe atmosphcfc. say i l  8fJ.(X)0 t i  or- l ,1kn: thcI the obiect

${s l l  knt krnqand I l / :  Inr $ide. The rnit thcnl l t ic iai\

cnD crlcul ir tc i ts specd. Mv cnlcnlrt ion r i tn out ofdigits.

so I l l  sr) i l  wus vcr) l lst.  l t  \ \ 'as ba- nr\,  npproxirnate

e\l iDlute o!cf the lal i tudc () l  20" South (N4asviugo). I f

rnyonc fufther south colr ld cst ir l i :Lte i ts anglc abovc the
horizon. or l ionr thc rcrt ical.  \ \e could pinpoint i t \
posit ion and heirht-

The inclecl iblc point to nrc is that alt l tough most ol t l ' tc
rcp, , f l \  i r fe. inr i l . r r .  i t  scett ts th l  the u i t r )c\ .c\  wcfc \  icu rrr
two oI three di l l t fent objects. ' l 'hc urain sightiDg seems to bc
a cone-shaped objcct. or perlraps morc than onc. fbl lowed bv

Dumerous snral lcr l ights l ikc stafs. (One possibte candidatc

is the feentl  y ol I  R ussian nosc cone that was.ictt isoned ovcr'
southern Al i ici !  on Septerl trcr 14.) +
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